TENBURY TOWN COUNCIL 2012/13 – TC08
Minutes of the TOWN COUNCIL meeting on Monday 3rd December 2012 at 7.15 pm in the Pump
Rooms, off Teme Street, Tenbury Wells.
PRESENT: Mayor Cllr S. Corfield, Deputy Mayor Cllr G. Price, Cllrs S. Bowkett, J. Da Costa, M. Drummond,
E. Hudson, D. Ingram, J. Morgan, A. Rigby, J. Watson, E. Weston, M. Willis
IN ATTENDANCE: Town Clerk, Cllr K. Pollock, Cllr P. Grove, Mrs Ruth Burgin MHDC, Mr Glynn Barratt
Titterstone Clee Trust, 1 Member of the Press, 1 member of the public

8.1. Apologies. To receive apologies and to approve reasons for absence
None

8.2. Declarations of Interest
None

8.3. Public Participation. (15 minutes maximum duration).
None

8.4. Ruth Burgin - MHDC – Recycling & Waste Management Officer to talk about recycling and waste
management
Ms Burgin informed Councillors that MHDC had received funding from the Department for Communities and
Local Government, which would allow them to continue with weekly black bag waste collections and to
introduce wheelie bins for recycling with new fortnightly collections. The wheelie bins would be introduced from
April 2013 and each resident would receive written details of the new scheme in the New Year. Residents in
properties down narrow lanes which could not be reached by the new refuse lorries would continue to use
cherry sacks. Burgin hoped that with the patience and support of residents the scheme would be introduced
smoothly. Details of MHDC Christmas refuse collection times were also provided. Ms Burgin was thanked for
her attendance.
Cllr Drummond asked whether the information on the new bins could be sent out with the Council Tax Bills to
save on postage but was told that unfortunately the details would not be finalised in time and it was not possible
to delay the council tax billing.
Cllr Bowkett asked how long landfill could be used and whether there were future plans and was told that landfill
capacity was a WCC reponsibility but that the new incineration plant just given the go ahead in Hartlebury was
scheduled to come on line by 2018 and would then be used. County Council had responsibility for waste
disposal, District looked after collection.

8.5. Glynn Barratt – Titterstone Clee Trust – to talk about support for local tourism initiatives
Mr Barratt informed Councillors about the work of the Trust in saving the Novers Lime Works and promoting the
Clee. The Trust were currently looking to raise funds to turn the empty school building at Hopton Wafers into a
visitor centre/ study centre / tea rooms as a gateway to the Clee. Mr Barratt hoped that the Council would
support such tourist initiatives in their local area. Mr Barratt was thanked for his attendance.

8.6. To consider any matters arising re. items 8.4 or 8.5
Re. item 8.5 Councillors felt this initiative to be good and were happy to support it.
RESOLVED that a letter of support be sent to the the Titterstone Clee Trust.

8.7. Worcester County Councillor’s Report – Cllr K. Pollock
• Cllr Pollock advised that land fill capacity in the county was in place until 2023 but that landfill tax was
increasing massively hence the need to find alternatives. The incinerator project at Hartlebury had been
born out of this need. It was an Energy from Waste, Combined Heat and Power (EfW, CHP) scheme and
would be able to take 150K tonnes of Worcestershire waste plus 50K from Herefordshire. As a largely
automatic plant it would not create many new jobs.
• Cllr Pollock advised that a leaflet was to be delivered to all households in Tenbury regarding forthcoming
drainage works in the town and the Public Realm proposals. A steering group meeting was to be held on 4th
th
th
December and an exhibition of the Public Realm proposals would take place on December 17 and 19 in
the Community Centre and on January 8th and 17th in the Pump Rooms with WCC highways
Representatives on hand to explain the proposals.
• Café 27 had recently put in a very good bid for funding and awaited the outcome.
• Congratulations to Bill Longmore the new PCC for West Mercia.
• The Clerk informed Cllr Pollock that the Fountain was to be returned to the Pump Rooms on December 20th
thanks in large part to the monies given from his Divisional Fund. Cllr Pollock was very pleased to hear this
news at last.
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8.8. Malvern Hills District Councillor’s Report – Cllr P. Grove
• Cllr Grove informed Councillors that MHDC had now officially issued the letter of approval for the
development of the cattle market site by Tescos. A meeting was planned early in the new year after which a
much clearer picture should emerge of the likely work schedule. A press release had been sent out.
• The SWDP had not been ratified by MHDC in the previous week but a further meeting had been called on
10th December to discuss.
• Congratulations to the Town for the Christmas lights and the Mistletoe Festival events.
• PCC – Cllr Grove noted that each district council has a representative on the PCC panel to bring local issues
to the fore.
• MHDC still awaiting news on the government grant funding they would receive but their Overview and
Scrutiny committee were recommending a 2% increase in Council Tax.
Councillors were most concerned regarding the SWDP and the manner in which MHDC was handling this
matter. They were concerned as to the impact in Tenbury if the plan were not given the go ahead on the 10th.
Cllr Watson asked if any progress had been made with agreeing an alternative site for the household recycling
site but was informed there was no change.
8.9. To confirm the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 5th November 2012.
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2012, were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true
and correct record of proceedings.

8.10. To receive the Minutes and approve the resolutions of the meeting of the Premises Committee
th

held on 19 November 2012.
The Minutes of the meetings were received and resolutions approved.

8.11. To receive the Minutes and approve the resolutions of the meeting of the Amenities Committee
th

held on 19 November 2012.
The Minutes of the meetings were received and resolutions approved.

8.12. To receive the Minutes and approve the resolutions of the meetings of the Planning Committee
th

th

held on 19 and 26 November 2012.
The Minutes of the meetings were received and resolutions approved.

8.13. To receive the Minutes and approve the resolutions of the meeting of the Finance Committee held
th

on 26 November 2012.
The Minutes of the meetings were received and resolutions approved.

8.14. To approve the Monthly Accounts to November 2012 and the Outstanding Accounts for
December.
Appendix A.
RESOLVED that the Monthly Accounts be approved and the Outstanding Accounts be approved for
payment.

8.15.

To consider granting of a dispensation up until the next ordinary elections to all councillors who
live within the council boundaries to enable them to participate in any discussions or vote on any
matter in relation the setting of the Council’s budgets and the annual precept.
RESOLVED to grant a dispensation up until the next ordinary elections to all Councillors who live within the
council boundaries to enable them to participate in any discussions or vote on any matter in relation the
setting of the Council’s budgets and the annual precept.

8.16. To consider a recommendation from the Finance & Staffing Committee for the Budget for 2013/14
Members had reviewed the budget proposals made by the Finance and Staffing Committee. See attached
Appendix B. There was general agreement with the proposals made. However Cllr Watson expressed concern
over the increase in funding required and repeated again that more effort should be made to keep percentages
low and to increase revenue. The Mayor felt that Councillors needed to come up with concrete practical
proposals for proper consideration. Saying that revenue needed to be increased was not the same as actually
putting forward real proposals to do so. Budgets could not be set in the hope that revenue would increase if
there was no idea as to how this could be achieved. Work needed to be done to devise and implement proper
plans for increased revenue.
RESOLVED with 11 For and 1 Abstention (Cllr Watson) that the budget for 2013/14 proposed by the
Finance & Staffing Committee be approved by this Council
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8.17. To consider a recommendation from the Finance & Staffing Committee for the Precept to be set
for 2013/14.
Having approved the budget proposals the Precept requirement for 2013/14 would be set at £129,314.
Cllr Watson remained concerned that the increase in precept was too high and felt the approval for an assistant
to the Town Clerk should have been discussed at Full Council. Members of the Finance and Staffing
Committee felt that the agreement to budget for such a position was the first necessity as without such
agreement there could be no decision made on taking on another member of staff.
RESOLVED with 11 For and 1 Against (Cllr Watson) that the 2013/14 precept sum of £129,314 be
approved by this Council
The Clerk noted that the introduction of the Localism Act brought with it some changes to ways of setting and
controlling Council Tax. Unfortunately, Central Government had still not completely defined the mechanisms to
be used, which left both collecting authorities (MHDC) and precepting authorities (TTC) unsure as to how to
proceed. Advice from NALC was that local councils should await clarification before submission of their
precept. This was expected by mid December. The Clerk would therefore await further clarification from NALC
and WCALC before submitting the agreed precept, or, should it become necessary, re-table the requirement for
further discussion once the situation became clear.

8.18. To consider suggestions received regarding traffic movements in the town. (Cllr Watson)
Suggestions regarding revisions to traffic flows and movements in the town had been received from local
resident Mr B. Casken. Councillors felt the proposals were a mixture of good and bad but were grateful for the
interest shown by Mr Casken. In light of the imminent Public Realm consultation, Councillors felt it would be
wise to see those proposals first before making any further comment. The Clerk was asked to thank Mr Casken
for his interest and to encourage him to participate in the consultation on Public Realm.

8.19. To receive an update on the Regal and its management by the Regal Tenbury Trust.
The Mayor reported that in the first few months the Trust’s initial projections on turnover had been greatly
exceeded. The varied programme had seen some very popular films ( Best Exotic Marigold Hotel Average
audience size was over 100 and to date 5500 tickets had been sold. Live streaming events had been a success
with Nutcracker on the way to selling out. On average 25% of tickets were sold online, but for some live shows
up to 85% of tickets were sold online and people were travelling from as far afield as Plymouth, London and
Bournemouth which must be good for the local economy as they were unlikely to be in town for the show alone.
Gross ticket sales to date had reached £60K although that should not be confused with actual profit – running
costs and other overheads had to be accounted for. Nonetheless it was a very good start for the Trust and with
a new brochure just out, this boded well for the next quarter.

8.20. To be informed of any Licensing Applications from the MHDC Website
None

8.21. Correspondence for Information
Copies of the formal approval letters just issued for the Tesco supermarket development had been received.

8.22. Clerk’s report including any Urgent Decisions since the last meeting
None

8.23. Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda
The Mayor invited all Councillors to a Carol Concert at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 23rd December at 6:30pm
Meeting closed at 9:00 pm

Signed ……………………………….
Dated ………………………………...
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